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             San Bernardino County Master Gardener Newsletter      

October – November, 2008

	  Master Composter Training

 Saturday, October 25, 2008  9 – 5 PM

  Highland Library (Sam J. Racadio Library & Environmental Learning Center)

 7863 Central Ave, Highland, CA 92346    

                      RSVP Janet Hartin (Instructor) 951.313.2023 jshartin@ucdavis.edu

Who is Eligible to Become a UCCE San Bernardino County Master Composter?

All San Bernardino County Master Gardeners are eligible to become Master Composters.  UCCE Master Composters, in other words, must be Master Gardeners in good standing and can take necessary training during and/or after the 18-week Master Gardener class but may not serve as Master Composters until they are Certified Master Gardeners.  This is largely due to the fact that liability insurance coverage for volunteering is covered under the UC Master Gardener program.

What are the Training Requirements?

To become a Master Composter, one needs to complete 12 hours of approved in-class training provided by UCCE San Bernardino County and eight hours of demonstration/field practicum at UCCE approved activities and events.   The October 25 training that will be held at the Highland Sam J. Racadio Library, taught by Janet Hartin, provides seven of the required 12 hours of in-class training.  The remaining five hours will be provided on another Saturday during the winter (date TBA).

What if I cannot Attend the October 25th class?

We will schedule one more seven hour initial class on a Sunday between now and December 31, 2008 (TBA).    This class will cover the same topics as the October 25th class.  Participants will receive credit for attending only one of these classes.   A second five hour in-class training opportunity will be offered on a Sunday subsequent to the first class (date TBA).

What Does the Demonstration/Field Practicum Portion of the Training Consist of?  

The remaining eight hours of required training (acquired subsequent to the in-class training) offers hands-on experience.  It will be taught by qualified instructors and participants will have the opportunity to actually participate in the process.   

When will the Demonstration/Practicum Portion of the Training be Offered? 

 During late winter/early spring ‘09 on at least two dates (one Saturday and one Sunday to choose from).    

What are the Volunteer Requirements for Master Composters?  Are they Above and Beyond those of 

Master Gardeners?  

Master Composters do not have a volunteer requirement other than the 50 hours (initial year and 25 hours successive years) required of Master Gardeners and may volunteer in any activity they would as a Master Gardener.   Volunteerism does not need to be in activities specifically linked to composting but may be.

What are the Continuing Education Requirements of Master Composters? 

Master Composters do not have education requirements above and beyond those required by Master Gardeners other than to attend a two-hour ‘brush-up’ workshop annually during the evenings, or on Saturday or Sunday.



Upcoming Events 
Continuing Education

Monday, October 20


MG Training class: Native Plants in the Garden (S. Jett, Rancho Santa

                                                           Ana Botanic Garden, Claremont) ( http://www.rsabg.org )
Saturday, October 25

Master Composter Training – 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

Highland Sam J. Racadio Library * (see location page)
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Monday, October 27


MG Training class: Deciduous Fruit Tree Selection and Care 

(T. Spellman) (see note)

Monday, November 3

MG Training class: Vegetable Gardening (Jose Aguiar, UCCE) 

November 8, 9, and 11

Alta Loma – Annual Maloof Garden fall planting, pruning, brown bag






seminars and noon lectures.  On Saturday, the Sam and Alfreda Maloof





Foundation for Arts and Crafts will celebrate the 5th Anniversary 


of the MWD grant that established the Gardens.  The MG Program






participated  in the establishment of the original Garden Docent

Program.    (See www.malooffoundation.org) 
Monday, November 10

MG Training class: Integrated Pest Management (John Kabashima, UCCE)

Monday, November 17

MG Training class: Citrus and Subtropical Plant Selection and

Care (Ton Shea)

Monday, November 24

MG Training class: Rose Care and Pruning (Eula Moore); 

Color in the Landscape with Annuals and Perennials 

Wednesday, November 26

Lunch and Learn’ Workshop ** - 12 noon to 1:00 pm, UCCE office

NOTE:  We have a very large MG class this year (over 70!) and there is limited space for advanced 
Master Gardeners to attend unless you are also helping the Class Committee (Al Reid) or the 
Mentoring Committee (Pam Jacobs). 
We are not asking all committee members to attend every class; so they will occasionally need more
help.  Please contact Al or Pam to see if the week you want to attend is one in which they can use your 
assistance. 
Upcoming Events
Scheduled Upon request
Check out:  http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/FAQ/kiosk.html
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UC IPM kiosk training:  We would like to train MGs to use the kiosks so that we can 

set it up at some of our events.  If you would like to learn more about the Integrated 

Pest Management kiosk, please contact Jackie Brooks (jacbrooks@ucdavis.edu or 

909-800-4035).

Volunteer Opportunities

Saturday, October 25, 
Montclair - 9:00 am to 2:30 pm at the Chino Basin Water 

Conservation District (CBWCD) Fair and Plant Sale.  To help, 

contact Tom Pope at megamulch@yahoo.com or 909.627.3711.

Wednesday, December 17

Turf and Landscape Institute – 8:30 am – 4:30 pm






     (Etiwanda Gardens, Rancho Cucamonga) 






Needed:  6-8 volunteers to prepare mailings between Friday

                                                           October 17 - Tuesday October 19, 2008.  Call or email Janet.

                                                            jshartin@ucdavis.edu 951.3132023 

Need 6-8 volunteers also to set up and host on December 17, 

at the event.  Volunteer hours will be earned. (Kevin and Karen, I

                                                           have you two down!)

It is a beautiful facility with great food as well!  Contact Janet Hartin

at jshartin@ucdavis.edu  or 951.313.2023.
On-going opportunity:

Volunteers need to work on The Garden Trellis and/or the 

San Bernardino UCCE MG web page.   Please contact 

Bobbie Willhite at rwillhite@awm.sbcounty.gov or 909.864.6042.

LLU Therapeutic 

Horticulture program:

Loma Linda’s Children Hospital has a uniquely designed 






rehabilitation facility; each hospital room has its own attached patio






which is very hot in the summer.  After volunteers install the shade-cloth, 






Harlan Delzer’s committee of Master Gardeners will use their ideas to






create new and interesting growing spaces.  To volunteer, contact 






Harlan Delzer at delzerwirth@sbcglobal.net .

Cal Poly Pomona
We have been asked by Dr. Fred Roth at Cal Poly to help with the

March, 2009
Student Career Days.  Student Career Days is an annual three-day competitive event among students enrolled in horticulture programs from colleges and universities across the country.  Mark your calendar and save the date! Contact Jackie at jacbrooks@ucdavis.edu or call 909.800.4035.

                 



  Upcoming Events  
Volunteer Opportunities (continued)

Speaking Opportunities:

To present a program, contact Vikki Gerdes (at 909.899.0800 or garden2lve@hotmail.com).  A laptop and LCD projector are available for PowerPoint presentations. 

Arrowhead Garden Club 

They would like to learn about natives and water-saving plants for the 
San Bernardino- Monday 

mountains and desert.  

of each month at 9:30 am.  


City of Rialto


Looking for a speaker to present topic to 10-15 garden members at 

Community  Garden                       group breakfast meetings.  Saturdays from 9 am -12 noon.  


San Bernardino:  

Neighborhood Association groups are looking for speakers on 



horticulture and composting.

Norton Gardens 


Teach any subject, any day, any time.

948 E. Norman Road, 

(From Waterman Avenue, go east on Norman Road, which is

 San Bernardino 


 between Central and Orange Show Road.)  
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UCCE San Bernardino County

Master Gardener Advisory Board

Debby Figoni        recyclexpert@hotmail.com    909-466-0434

Trudy Freidel        tandcfreidel@earthlink.net     909-882-4250

Vikki Gerdes        garden2lve@hotmail.com       909-899-0800

Leslie Grier           lgrier@fullerton.edu               714-278-4588

Pam Jenks             bobnpamjenks@aol.com        951-849-2174

Tom Pope             megamulch@yahoo.com        909-627-3711

Al Reid                 areid1257@earthlink.net        909-792-5669

Kathy Reid           kathyreid01@earthlink.net     909-792-5669

Arlene Schlosser  arleneme@aol.com                 909-793-5370

 Bobbie Willhite    willhite@dslextreme.com       909-864-6042
	The Garden Trellis is published monthly by UC Master Gardeners, a volunteer organization within the UC Cooperative Extension, San Bernardino County.
The deadline for submission of input for publication is the 15th of the month preceding the month of publication.

777 East Rialto Ave, San Bernardino, CA 92415
Phone: (909) 387-2171        Fax: (909) 387-3306
County Director: Nyles G Peterson
Master Gardener Contact Information:
Janet Hartin, Environmental Horticultural Advisor
Jackie Brooks, Master Gardener Program Coordinator


Web Site:             http://cesanbernardino.ucdavis.edu
Phone Hotline:    909-387-2182 

E-mail Hotline:   mgsanber@ucdavis.edu


 Locations, Addresses and Information  

Fontana Library
Lewis Library and Technology Center
8437 Sierra Avenue, Fontana CA 92335
Phone:  909-574-4500  Room:  Conference Center

http://www.fontanalibrary.org/default.asp
The new, 93,000 square foot, Lewis Library and Technology Center is the first significant new building in the 

Fontana Civic Center.  The library embodies the values of the community regarding sustainability.  

The building conserves energy and water, while promoting user comfort, health and well-being.  The Library 

demonstrates these sustainability measures through its pursuit of LEED Certification. LEED is an acronym for 

"Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design". 

********************

UCCE office



UC Continuing Education @ San Bernardino County offices

                    



777 E. Rialto Avenue, San Bernardino 92415 Room: back conference room

(Enter on east side of building that says ‘Agriculture’)

********************

* Highland Library
Sam J. Racadio Library & Environmental Learning Center

7863 Central Ave, Highland, CA 92346

Phone: 909-425-4700   Room:  Community Room
http://www.sbcounty.gov/library/home/default.aspx
The Library is a branch of the San Bernardino County Library System with over 30,000 square feet and a collection of over 60,000 titles.  The library houses over 100 technology workstations with access to the Internet and electronic databases.  The library also offers a community room and a courtyard amphitheater, which can each seat 100 people.  The new facility specializes in environmental components, such as the Discovery Zone full of rescued animals and the beautiful rooftop garden.  The building was designed and built for environmental sustainability.  

********************

Rancho Cucamonga Library
Paul A. Biane Library  at Victoria Gardens Cultural Center





12505 Cultural Center Drive, 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91739

 (909) 477-2720

http://www.rcpl.lib.ca.us/
The Rancho Cucamonga Library at Archibald opened its doors to the public on September 24, 1994. Not only has the Rancho Cucamonga Library consistently been one of the busiest libraries in California, but it has also opened a second facility - The Paul A. Biane Library opened in August 2006 as part of the beautiful new Victoria Gardens Cultural Center and exists to bring imagination, people and ideas together.

HANDY HINT  
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Give your hands a moisturizing treatment as you garden.  

Lavishly spread hand lotion or cream onto your hands, adding more under your fingernails, before you put on your  gloves.  As you work, your hands will absorb the cream.  

When you remove the gloves, your hands will have benefited from the cream rather than suffered from the moisture-removing soil.  Any soil on your hands will wash off easily because The cream or lotion formed a barrier.

  News from the Advisory Board    

Reminder:  The success of the UCCE Master Gardener program depends upon ALL the UCCE Master Gardeners in the Inland Empire!  
We not only want your participation on committees, we need your ideas and experience to help expand services into our communities.  
Please contact the Chair of one of the following committees and let them know that you are willing to help – whether it 
is occasionally or on a regular basis.  
MG CLASS:
 


Al Reid 

areid1257@earthlink.net   
909.792.5669

Are you willing to help at the class and have a re-training in a particular subject?  Please contact me.

TRAINEE MENTORING:

Pam Jenks 
 
bobnpamjenks@aol.com 
951.849.2174

Thank you to those who have been willing mentor the Trainees.  We can always use more help…..

SPEAKERS BUREAU:

Vikki Gerdes  

garden21ve@hotmail.com 
909.899.0800

Many of you are able to speak about your favorite topics in your garden.  Please let me know what topics 
you are interested in for my MG Speakers List.  The Trainees have been asking to speak to MGs who are experienced on particular subjects.  I am also creating a list of recommended speakers, who may not be MGs, 

for our continuing education meetings.  If you have suggestions, please contact me.  Thanks.

COMMUNITY GARDENS

School Garden Training
Trudy Freidel  
tandcfreidel@earthlink.net 
909.882.4250

We are beginning to receive requests from schools for MG advice.  I would appreciate hearing from those 
of you who are willing to work with schools in training about gardening.  I will also be attending a MG 
Training class soon to explain the opportunities available to the Trainees.
Propagation


Tom Pope

megamulch@yahoo.com 
909.627.3711

The shade house which we have been using at the CBWCD site in Montclair will be torn down for further expansion by the owner.  We will be moving the propagation facility to another location to be negotiated.  
If you have any suggestions, please contact me.

MG HOTLINE(S)  


Leslie Grier 

lgrier@fullerton.edu 

714.278.4588

We are in the process of updating the information on how to answer the Hotline questions both in the MG 
office and remotely, whether it comes in as a request on the message machine or by e-mail.  If you have 
suggestions, please let me know.  
COMMUNITY OUTREACH & 

      PUBLIC EDUCATION:

Debby Figoni 

recyclexpert@hotmail.com 
909.466.0434 

We are planning some special events in the future; stay tuned!  Suggestions are welcome.
COMMUNICATION AND 

    PUBLIC RELATIONS:

Bobbie Willhite
rwillhite@awm.sbcounty.gov
909-864-6042
Do you have technical knowledge that can help us to improve our newsletter or website?  Please let me know!
	Timely Articles from
University of California Cooperative Extension


Compost Use for Landscape and Environmental Enhancement 

(Excerpted from 95-page manuscript published by California Integrated Waste Management Board)     

www.ciwmb.ca.gov/publications/Organics/44207002.pdf)
Authors: Janet Hartin and David Crohn (University of California Cooperative Extension)

(Article to Be Continued in The Garden Trellis, December 2008)

* * * * * * * * * *

FLIES HAVE A PICNIC IN THE FALL!

Autumn is no time for an outdoor picnic, says entomologist Lynn Kimsey, chair of the UC Davis Department of Entomology and director of the Bohart Museum of Entomology. It's fly season. 

The common house fly (Musca domestica Linnaeus) breeds in manure, compost piles, dumpsters, and, at this time of year, disced-over tomato fields and vegetable gardens, she said. It's commonly found on hog and poultry farms, in horse stables, and on ranches. But it also makes "house calls." 

The housefly is known to transfer at least 100 different pathogens and carry about 6.6 million bacteria on its body, according to UC Davis forensic entomologist and fly expert Robert Kimsey. It's responsible for transmitting both parasitic and bacterial pathogens as well as viruses. Among them: typhoid, cholera and dysentery (bacterial diseases) and infective hepatitis (virus).

"In the early part of the last century," he said, "it was notoriously known as the 'typhoid fly' because of its propensity to transmit the pathogen of that frequently fatal disease."

Lynn Kimsey said, "House flies are why we need indoor plumbing and window screens. Years ago, the high infant mortality was largely attributed to house flies that carried pathogens from the latrine into the kitchen, contaminating the baby bottles on the kitchen counter." 

The female housefly typically lays 600 to 1,000 eggs during her two-month lifetime and can produce as many as 12 generations a year. The eggs mature in 10 to 12 days. 

"If the temperature gets high enough, flies can bang out a generation in a little over two weeks," said Lynn Kimsey.  

"Calculated over an entire summer season, a pair of house flies could produce 191 quintillion flies, enough to cover the Earth 47 feet deep, if all their progeny were to survive," Robert Kimsey said.

The fly problem seems particularly bad around tomato fields where wet rotting tomatoes provide food for their developing larvae. A mild summer, like the summer of 2008, exacerbates this problem. Fly reproduction won't diminish until the first cold snap and the start of cold and rainy days. The common housefly overwinters in its immature stages (larva and pupa).

"The best way to control flies is to exclude them from the material their larvae breed in -- manure and household kitchen wastes, for example," Robert Kimsey said. 

To control flies, place boric acid in the bottom of dumpsters, microencapsulated or wettable powder formulations on walls near dumpsters and other breeding sides, and fly baits near adult feeding sources.

Timely Articles from 
University of California Cooperative Extension 
* * * * * * * * * *

E-Article of the Month:   Home Landscaping for Fire
http://firecenter.berkeley.edu/docs/CE_homelandscaping.pdf
* * * * * * * * * *

Protecting Your Health from Wildfire Smoke
In times when smoke levels are high, you are advised to limit outdoor activities to avoid unnecessary exposure

• Reduce exposure to smoky air by remaining indoors with windows and doors closed.  Consider re-scheduling activities that require you to be outdoors, especially strenuous work or exercise activities.

• Set air conditioning units and car vent systems to re-circulate

• If you have asthma or other lung disease, make sure you follow your doctor's directions about taking your medicines and following your asthma management plan.  Call your doctor if your symptoms worsen.

• If you have heart or lung disease, if you are an older adult, or if you have children, talk with your doctor about whether and when you should leave the area.

Smoke can irritate the eyes and airways, causing coughing, a scratchy throat and irritated sinuses. Elderly persons, children, and individuals with heart or lung disease are particularly susceptible to elevated air pollution levels and should take extra precautions to avoid exposure. Persons experiencing severe symptoms should seek professional medical advice or treatment.

Homeowners Can Keep Flames at Bay While Wildfires Rage

After serious wildfires, it can seem like flames leapfrogged through neighborhoods, leaving some homes unscathed alongside others that have been reduced to rubble. University of California scientists have found that this familiar site is not entirely random. 

"You can do a lot to protect your house from a wildfire," said Stephen Quarles, the UC Cooperative Extension wood durability advisor.

With the right information, some advance planning and maintenance, homeowners can increase the chances their houses will be left standing after a wildfire.

“During a wildfire, hot embers can rain down on the neighborhood for hours before the relatively short time – sometimes no more than a few minutes – it takes for the blaze to blow by the home,” Quarles said. “From years of observing the aftermath of fires and testing fire-resistant building materials, we have developed a much better understanding about what happens.”

New construction will be required to have increased fire safety measures built in beginning in 2008. New guidelines for construction in areas under state jurisdiction go into effect on Jan. 1; they go into effect in fire hazard zones under local jurisdiction on July 1.  (continued)
Timely Articles from 
University of California Cooperative Extension 
These laws govern only new construction, and presumably many of the homes that will be rebuilt after the devastating Southern California fires of fall 2007 will include the provisions, but Quarles said owners of existing homes may also wish to consider making changes to improve their homes’ resistance to wildfire.

Six priority areas for protecting existing homes
Quarles has identified six priority areas for making changes to existing homes in fire hazard zones. He suggests homeowners start with the roof, the most vulnerable part of the house in a fire, and then continue in order with vents, vegetation, windows, decking and siding.

Ignition-resistant “Class A” and non-combustible roofs – such as concrete tile and asphalt composition shingles – have become the norm in California due to laws passed in the late 1990s that required all new homes and all roof replacements in very high fire hazard severity zones to be Class A. Nevertheless, there are still many older homes that do not have Class A roofs.

“The importance of the roof covering cannot be overstated,” Quarles said. “If you haven’t already, you should make an upgrade to a Class A roof your first priority.”

However, he says, don’t stop there. Because the roof and siding are dominant features on houses, many homeowners get a false sense of security when they install non-combustible roofs and siding.

“When I’ve looked at post-fire home losses, the thing that strikes me is the vast amount of non-combustible material on the ground,” Quarles said. “That clearly illustrates that the fire-protection efforts some people may not think are as important as roofs and siding really are quite important. There’s much more to do.”

Keep fire from entering the home through vents
The second item on Quarles’ priority list is vents. Vents for crawl spaces under homes or for attics are required by most building codes to prevent a build up of moisture, which can lead to mold growth and decay in building materials.

“We know that vents offer an easy entry point for burning embers and flames,” Quarles said. “Embers that slip through attic vents can ignite debris and items stored there, and subsequently construction materials, setting the home ablaze from within.”

Most building codes require vents be covered with a minimum ¼-inch mesh to minimize plugging and reduction in air movement.

“Quarter-inch mesh cannot stop embers and flames during wildfires,” Quarles said. “This is an example of conflict in code preferences between building and fire officials. Smaller mesh screens would do a better job of keeping out fire and embers, but these same screens plug up more easily.”

The importance of vents in wildfire resistance is leading to such innovations as the development of vents specially designed to limit ember intrusion while still allowing sufficient air flow for ventilation and construction designs and procedures that permit unvented attics to avoid moisture-related problems.

Quarles suggests homeowners frequently check their vents to make sure there is no buildup of debris, such as highly combustible dry leaves and pine needles. For added protection, they can make vent covers out of plywood or another solid material that can be quickly installed over vents when wildfire approaches. (continued)

Timely Articles from 
University of California Cooperative Extension 
Vegetation can work in your favor and against it
Next, look at vegetation, which can be both harmful and helpful in home fire protection. Plants close to the home, under eaves, in inside corners and near windows can be major fire hazards, but trees and shrubs farther away can serve as buffers against radiation, convective heat and flying embers.

“Trees might have a bad reputation because of the potential to spread fire in the crown, but that is seldom a hazard to structures,” Quarles said.

In addition to where plants are located, Quarles suggests careful attention be given to plants’ innate fire resistance. Bushy junipers and cedars, for example, can be a poor choice. Look for leggy plants with succulent leaves to landscape close to the house.

The smaller the plants the better, Quarles said, especially near windows and in the parts of the home designed to give the house architectural interest, such as inside corners, where heat builds up much faster than on open, flat sides. He stresses that plants should always be well maintained.

“Any plants near a house should be pruned, regularly watered and kept free of dead material within the branches and on the ground,” Quarles said.

Attention to landscape and native vegetation is also an important component in creating defensible space around the home. Experts suggest the area 30 to 50 feet all around the home contain little or no combustible vegetation, no dead vegetation or flammable debris.

Windows are a vulnerable part of the home in fire hazard zones
The next priority should be windows. Research has shown that by far the most important factor in determining the vulnerability of windows in a wildfire is the glass, not the frame.

“It’s a good idea to install dual-pane windows with tempered glass,” Quarles said. “With dual pane windows, the outer pane protects the inner pane. The inner pane heats up more slowly and uniformly, and therefore may not break even though the outer pane does.”

Tempered glass is much stronger than regular glass, so it provides more protection from breaking. The new chapter in the building code going into effect in 2008 requires at least one-pane to be tempered glass. Since the type of frame doesn’t make much difference in a fire, it can be selected based on cost, aesthetics, energy efficiency or other factors.

As is the case for vents, homeowners can fabricate window covers out of ¾-inch plywood or another fire-resistant material. Cut them to size and mark them clearly so they can be installed quickly over windows before evacuating the home when a fire breaks out.

Decks and siding round out the top six priority areas for wildfire-resistance
Decks also deserve attention for reducing the fire hazards. An ignited deck endangers many portions of a structure and is often adjacent to large windows or sliding glass doors. The heat from a burning deck can cause the glass to break and permit the fire to enter the house, which means likely destruction. (continued)

Timely Articles from 
University of California Cooperative Extension 
“In general, the thicker the deck boards the better. Boards that are an inch thick or less release heat much faster and are a higher hazard,” Quarles said. “Be mindful of the gaps between the boards and between the house and the decking. Combustible debris can build up in the gaps and corners, and flying embers can get lodged there and begin smoldering.”

Quarles acknowledges that replacing deck boards can be expensive, but, he says, “It may be one of the best investments you can make.”

For replacement, consider any material – plastic, plastic composite lumber, fire-retardant treated lumber for exterior use, or lumber – that passes the state test procedure approved by the California State Fire Marshal’s office.

“There are a lot of composite decking products on the market. In fire tests conducted a few years ago, some resisted fire as well as solid wood, but none were better,” Quarles said.

He said he expects new decking products to come on the market when the 2008 building code goes into effect. Currently, decking materials that meet the specifications of the new code are not commercially available, though they will be soon.

The sixth priority is siding. In research trials, good quality sheathing – which is installed underneath the siding – was a key to protecting the home’s studs. A wide array of non-combustible siding can be installed over the sheathing – such as stucco or fiber-cement siding. Combustible siding – such as wood panels and clapboard – should be carefully inspected annually for gaps, making sure that they are filled with a high-quality caulk to prevent hot embers from taking up residence and beginning to burn.

Even beyond these six priority areas, there are other areas where measures may be taken to keep the house safer in a fire, such as fences, garages and gutters. For detailed information from the University of California Cooperative Extension on the fire protection priority areas and many other issues, see Quarles’ Homeowners Wildfire Mitigation Guide online at http://groups.ucanr.org/HWMG/index.cfm. See also the UC Center for Fire Research and Outreach at http://firecenter.berkeley.edu/, and an interactive Web site with information about actions to take before, during and after fires at http://www.wildfirezone.org/
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